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New outdoor arts festival at Woolacombe to celebrate sand dunes 
 
The National Trust at North Devon have teamed up with Dynamic Dunescapes, StudioKIND 
and a range of local artists and businesses to host the first Woolacombe sand dune arts 
festival on Saturday 20 and Sunday 21 August.  
 
The festival is free to attend and is a celebration of the importance of sand dunes which, as 
well as being spaces that benefit the mental and physical wellbeing of many of us, also act 
as vital habitats for a wide range of wildlife. 
 
The two-day event will take place on Woolacombe Dunes and the line-up includes an open-
air art gallery, yoga and mindfulness workshops, and a range of self-guided activity trails 
through the sand dunes. The famous Woolacombe dunes cow trail will also be returning for 
the festival, with the opportunity for visitors to get involved with painting a new cow before it 
joins the others grazing in the dunes. Throughout the weekend the festival will be filled with 
free, drop-in family activities such as beach art, grass painting, ‘seed bomb’ making and 
wood carving. 
 
The crown jewel of the festival will be the art exhibition, which will showcase the sand dune-
inspired entries of the festival’s Dynamic Dunescapes Art Competition. The winners will be 
chosen by public vote at the festival and local businesses have kindly provided prizes 
including a hang-gliding or paragliding flight with Fly Like a Bird, and a surf lesson for two at 
Croyde.  
 
Those interested in entering the competition can find out more here 
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/woolacombe/features/woolacombe-sand-dune-arts-festival 
and can enter by sending a photograph of their artwork to 
dynamicdunescapes@nationaltrust.org.uk, along with a confirmation of whether they are 
entering the under 16 or over 16 category. All submissions must be received by 23:59 on 
Monday 15 August 2022. Full terms and conditions can be found at the link above. 
 
Fraser Goodfellow is the North Devon National Trust’s Dynamic Dunescapes 
Engagement Officer, and has put together the event line up: 
"We’re looking to create a celebration of sand dunes, the amazing plants & animals that live 
within them, and the way being in nature can help us feel. We’re really excited to be hosting 
the first Woolacombe Dunes Art Festival, and to see some of the fantastic artwork 
celebrating sand dunes. It's great to be hosting this event in Devon, where we have some of 
the most beautiful stretches of coastline and fantastic sand dunes, providing us with some 
great artistic inspiration." 
 
Sand dunes are an important habitat for a number of threatened species in Devon, from 
flowering plants like the bee orchid and marsh helleborine, to reptiles like slowworm and 
sand lizard. Songbirds like the skylark are a familiar feature of our coastal landscapes and 
make their homes in healthy sand dunes, as do plenty of mammals like weasels and 
dormice, which in turn support our larger bird of prey species like kestrel and red kite.  
This free event is hosted by National Trust, in partnership with Dynamic Dunescapes, 
StudioKIND and a range of local artists and businesses. Dynamic Dunescapes is a project 
working to restore coastal sand dune habitats for people, communities and wildlife across 
England and Wales, supported by the National Lottery Heritage Fund and the EU LIFE 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nationaltrust.org.uk%2Fwoolacombe%2Ffeatures%2Fwoolacombe-sand-dune-arts-festival&data=05%7C01%7CEmma.Brisdion%40naturalengland.org.uk%7C33b950419e694a27836808da841d0831%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C637967557502628164%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Lo4I1XM5o6Uj81XxNW3LkxtHz%2BvHKkUguGXe4fR800M%3D&reserved=0
mailto:dynamicdunescapes@nationaltrust.org.uk


Programme. Project partners are Natural England, Plantlife, Natural Resources Wales, 
National Trust and Wildlife Trusts, and North Devon National Trust are leading on the 
engagement works taking place in Devon.  
 
A full schedule of events during the festival weekend can be found at: 
https://dynamicdunescapes.co.uk/event/woolacombe-sand-dune-arts-festival/ 
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Notes to editors: 
 
Images can be downloaded  here. Images are only to be used in conjunction with this 
press release (single use only). Credit and caption as per file name. 
 
For further media information please contact:  

• Fraser Goodfellow, Dynamic Dunescapes Engagement Officer at North Devon 
National Trust fraser.goodfellow1@nationaltrust.org.uk (available for TV/Radio 
comment.) 

• Emma Waldron, Communications Officer, Dynamic 
Dunescapes  Emma.waldron@naturalengland.org.uk 

 
Website: http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/northdevon  
Twitter at www.twitter.com/NorthDevonNT  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/NorthDevonNT  
Instagram: https://instagram.com/northdevonnt  
 
About the National Trust 
The National Trust is a conservation charity founded in 1895 by three people: Octavia Hill, Sir Robert 
Hunter and Hardwicke Rawnsley, who saw the importance of the nation's heritage and open spaces 
and wanted to preserve them for everyone to enjoy. Today, across England, Wales and Northern 
Ireland, we continue to look after places so people and nature can thrive. 
The challenges of the coronavirus pandemic have shown this is more important than ever. From 
finding fresh air and open skies to tracking a bee's flight to a flower; from finding beauty in an 
exquisite painting or discovering the hidden history of a country house nearby - the places we care for 
enrich people's lives. 
Entirely independent of Government, the National Trust looks after more than 250,000 hectares of 
countryside, 780 miles of coastline and 500 historic properties, gardens and nature reserves. 
The National Trust is for everyone - we were founded for the benefit of the whole nation. We receive 
on average more than 26.9 million visits each year to the places we care for that have an entry fee, 
and an estimated 100m visits to the outdoor places that are free of charge.  
Paying visitors, together with our 5.6 million members and more than 53,000 volunteers, support our 
work to care for nature, beauty, history. For everyone, for ever. 
 
About Dynamic Dunescapes 

• Dynamic Dunescapes is a partnership project restoring sand dunes across England and 
Wales for the benefit of wildlife, people and communities, funded by the National Lottery 
Heritage Fund and the EU LIFE Programme. Project partners are Natural England, Plantlife, 
National Trust, Natural Resources Wales, Cornwall Wildlife Trust, Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust 
and Cumbria Wildlife Trust. 

• The coastal dunes of England and Wales are internationally important habitats for wildlife, 
listed as one of the most threatened environments in Europe for biodiversity loss. These 
dunes are a sanctuary to rare species like natterjack toad and sand lizard. 

• Over many decades, dunes have stabilised with increased vegetation, invasive species and 
nutrient deposition – all of which has put dune-specialist species at risk. Healthy sand dunes 
need natural dynamism, including areas of open sand, low grassland and open slack pools, 
so this project is bringing life back to the dunes by creating areas of open sand, improving 
pool spaces and removing overgrown vegetation to support wildflower grasslands. 
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• We work with skilled local and national experts, and involve schools and local groups, 
volunteers and visitors of all ages and abilities to help rejuvenate our dunes. 

• Follow @dynamicdunes on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram. 
 
 


