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Scrub cut at Cleethorpes will boost dune biodiversity 

By regularly coppicing areas of scrub, conservationists will dramatically improve these coastal 
habitats for rare wildlife  

Coastal sand dunes are the most threatened habitat type in Europe from biodiversity loss. At 
Cleethorpes, large areas of the dune grassland are becoming overgrown with scrub and rank 
vegetation, which reduces the size and types of habitat available for rare sand dune wildlife. For 
these special sand dune species to have a future here, some areas of vegetation including patches of 
dense sea buckthorn need removing. 

In December 2021, North East Lincolnshire Council will be cutting down carefully selected sections of 
scrub at Cleethorpes, working with Natural England as part of a project called Dynamic Dunescapes. 
This project is working to rejuvenate coastal sand dune habitats in England and Wales, funded by 
National Lottery Heritage Fund and EU LIFE Programme. This work is planned in partnership with 
another local Dynamic Dunescapes partner organisation, Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust.  

It’s a method that the dunes at Cleethorpes are familiar with. For the past 25 years, Cleethorpes 
Dunes have been the focus of coppicing and removal work at five-year intervals. By regularly 
coppicing and clearing some areas of sea buckthorn and scrub, diversity is introduced back into the 
habitat. The result is a range of age, height, and plant structure within the habitat, with overgrown 
grassland once again exposed, and new growth flourishing. Not all scrub is removed; areas of woody 
growth are chosen to remain, to continue to support some of the birdlife that the Lincolnshire coast 
is home to. All of this leads to increases in biodiversity and the abundance of species seen. 

Guy Mason, Natural England, Dynamic Dunescapes Lead Advisor, says: 

“Rotational Coppicing involves us removing scrub at different places, over many years. By 
helping to keep the habitat diverse, we safeguard a future for the wildlife that depends on it. 
The last round of scrub removal took place in 2014, and since then we have seen a range of 
orchids, including Southern Marsh, Common spotted, Bee, and Pyramidal orchids, start to 
grow in the coppiced area. This is great news for biodiversity, and especially for our local 
pollinators.” 

Coppicing is a conservation technique that has been used for centuries. When left unmanaged, areas 
of hedgerow or scrub will outcompete other species and grow together to form uniform and dense 
blocks of vegetation, with little diversity. By removing some areas of scrub, the ground and grassland 
habitats beneath are once again exposed to light and the many plants which are food for butterflies, 
bats, small mammals, and birds can flourish. Creating a diversity in the ages of plants growing at 
Cleethorpes will allow conservationists to ensure that there are sufficient areas of the different 
habitats needed for each stage of the life cycles of the many birds and invertebrates.  

Tish Cookson, Dynamic Dunescapes Engagement Officer at Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust has been 
leading public engagement for the work and is excited to see this part of the project get 
underway: 

“It’s fantastic to see this important habitat managed in a way that has the best outcome for 
biodiversity, using techniques that are grounded in science, informed by evidence, and 
specific to the wildlife found here.” 

Rachel Graham, Ecology Manager at North East Lincolnshire Council, says: 
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“The sand dunes are an integral part of the Humber Estuary SSSI and our Local Nature 
Reserve, and we’re so lucky to be able to enjoy the main pleasure beach and, with one step, 
enter into this gem of a habitat, one of the best coastal wildflower areas on the coast, and 
that’s because of the previous management of buckthorn, one of the Humber Estuary SAC 
features.” 

Work will take place just south of the Leisure Centre to the Cafe and opposite the boating lake and is 
scheduled to take three weeks to complete. The public are asked to keep an appropriate distance 
from the workers on site and to keep dogs on short leads.  

In October, a free public presentation and discussion was held online, in which the public heard from 
representatives from Natural England, Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust and North East Lincolnshire 
Council. A recording of this session is available online here. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_vctcWOs0bE  

 

-   Ends - 

 

Tish Cookson, Dynamic Dunescapes Engagement Officer at Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust will be 
available for TV / Radio / Podcast / Print interviews. Please contact Emma Brisdion as stated 
below to arrange press opportunities. 

 

For comment and media opportunities, contact: 

Emma Brisdion, Communications Officer, Dynamic Dunescapes 
emma.brisdion@naturalengland.org.uk  

Tish Cookson, Engagement Officer, Dynamic Dunescapes tcookson@lincstrust.org.uk  

 

- Media - 

Images: Single-use only 

A range of images and a video are available for download from this Google Drive folder, including: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1jRmf1AreVxuqQahVL9-A1y8Sf5iuNhJc?usp=sharing  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_vctcWOs0bE
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AFTER: An area of Cleethorpes dunes after selected scrub removal work in 2019, carpeted with 
orchids 

 

BEFORE: An area of Cleethorpes dunes before selected scrub removal work in 2018 
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Pyramidal orchids have been seen returning to areas of Cleethorpes that have experienced scrub 
growth in previous years. Credit: Tish Cookson. 

 

 

Additional Notes for Editors: 
About Dynamic Dunescapes 
Dynamic Dunescapes is a partnership project restoring sand dunes across England and Wales for the 
benefit of wildlife, people and communities, funded by the National Lottery Heritage Fund and the 
EU LIFE Programme. Project partners are Natural England, Plantlife, National Trust, Natural 
Resources Wales, Cornwall Wildlife Trust, Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust and Cumbria Wildlife Trust. 
 
The coastal dunes of England and Wales are internationally important habitats for wildlife, listed as 
one of the most threatened environments in Europe for biodiversity loss. These dunes are a 
sanctuary to rare species like the fen orchid, natterjack toad and sand lizard. But, dune management 
messaging supporting dune stabilisation over many decades has meant that dunes have become 
overgrown with vegetation. We now realise that this is putting protected wildlife at risk. Healthy 
sand dunes need to be free to move and be dynamic. Many species need areas of open sand to 
thrive, so this project will bring life back to the dunes by creating areas of open sand. Other 
specialised creatures need us to improve the dune slacks, as these often water-filled dips behind the 
dunes are important habitats for amphibians and birds. Invasive species will also be removed from 
the dunes and dune grasslands, to improve conditions for rare native plants to flourish. We will work 
with skilled local and national experts, and involve schools and local groups, volunteers and visitors 
of all ages and abilities to help rejuvenate our dunes. 
 
Follow @dynamicdunes on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram. 
 

 

https://www.dynamicdunescapes.co.uk/

