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wild places:

DISCOVER
EXPLORE
CONSERVE
SHARE

.




John Muir Award Proposal Form

Outline your activity and describe how you will meet 

the Four John Muir Award Challenges
This Proposal Form is an aid to your planning and delivery of a John Muir Award, at Discovery,
Explorer or Conserver Level. It enables Award staff to offer support and advice, and helps ensure that your Proposal will lead to successful completion of Awards. 

Responsibility for ensuring adequate health & safety, legal and insurance arrangements lies with the group/organisation (or individual/ family) that is setting up activity towards achieving John Muir Awards.

Refer to the key documents page at johnmuiraward.org for Information Handbook and Award criteria. 

Send a copy of your Proposal Form to dynamicdunscapes@naturalengland.org.uk, ideally before you start your activities. 
	contact person
	
	date
	

	group/organisation
or individual/family
	

	address
	postcode

	phone
	
	e-mail
	

	mobile
	
	web
	


Are any organisations or partners helping towards this Award?

	We will be completing our award with help from Dynamic Dunescapes who are John Muir Award providers. We will use the resources provided by Dynamic Dunescapes to help us complete our John Muir Discovery Award. 


	Summary of Award Proposal
	Select Award level
	Discovery

	Outline the main aims and themes of what you plan to do. What is/are your main reason/s for using the John Muir Award?

We will use the John Muir award to discover, explore, conserve and share what we learn about our local sand dunes. We want to understand our dunes better, help spread awareness and do our bit to help bring them back to life. 

We will do this by….[give an overview of the activities you are doing below]
We will focus our John Muir award on sand dunes because they are internationally important habitats for wildlife and listed as one of the most threatened environments for biodiversity loss in Europe. Sand dunes are special because they are home to an abundance of rare species, many are specialised and require bare sand or healthy dune slacks to thrive. 
Dynamic Dunescapes is a national partner project to restore our sand dunes across England and Wales for the benefit of wildlife, people and communities, funded by National Lottery Heritage Fund and EU Life Programme. Project partners are Natural England, Plantlife, Natural Resources Wales, National Trust, Cornwall Wildlife Trust, Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust and Cumbria Wildlife Trust.



Group background

	Include details such as: who the group is, age ranges, group size, any referral process, other relevant points.



	Start date
	April 2020
	Finish date
	April 2023


	Estimated time commitment
	E.g. number of days, hours spent per week, residential length
4 full days exploring your local dunes (25 hours in total)


	Is any evaluation taking place for this activity/work/project?
	Yes


	How many people are participating?
	
	participants
	n/a
	leaders/staff


	Record books: 
	1: Download print-ready PDF from website key documents page for free   OR

	
	2: Request
	
	hard copies (£1 per copy)  


See johnmuiraward.org for information, resources, ideas and case studies. Consider how you will introduce John Muir into your Award activity.
For inspiration for dune activities visit dynamicdunescapes.co.uk and download or print out your Dune Discovery guide. You can also take a look at our community arts and educational resources for more ideas. 
We have provided a list of activities that are supported through our Dune Discovery guide in each section below to help you plan to meet the four John Muir Award Challenges. Please tick the activities you will be undertaking below or edit to your requirements. Please feel free to use your own ideas too. Once complete, please follow the instructions on our website to send your proposal form back to us. We can’t wait to hear from you!
	Discover a wild place 

Where/what is your wild place (or places)?

Tick the boxes
	Dunes are a homes to special plants and animals and are also a place for play. 

Please note: it is important to understand who John Muir is for successful completion of your award
· We will watch a short film about John Muir on the website
· We will research John Muir and take a John Muir quiz
· We will visit the dunes local to us. The site/s is called_______
· We will climb to the top of the highest dune
· We will draw what we can see
· We will go somewhere secret to listen to the sounds of nature at different times 
· We will discover what lives there through Animal Trackers
· Other [please state]


	Dunes are a mystery. We will spend time exploring our dunes.
· We will be become Dune Detectives and explore what lives in different parts of the dunes
· We will make our own mini sand dunes to study how dunes are formed
· We will be sand larkers to help us explore the wildlife and hunt for historical items

· We will fill in a food chain to better understand how nature here is connected
· We will learn about how some of these species have adapted through Exploring Dune Adaptations
· We will explore history of the dunes further and make a treasure map
· We will go to the dunes at different times of day 

· We will practice mindfulness

· We will reflect on our day through storytelling 
· We will create sand art and sculptures
· Other [please state]

	Explore it 

Tell us what you’ll do to increase your awareness and understanding. How will you experience, enjoy and find out more about your wild place(s)?
 Tick the boxes

	Conserve it

How will you care for your wild place(s), take some personal responsibility, make a difference, put something back?

Tick the boxes
	Dunes are becoming increasingly scarce and we need to help them.

· We will be conservationists and record what we see using the citizen science I-Naturalist Seek app to help conserve our wildlife

· We will have a plastic free picnic 
· We will help our dunes by doing a litter pick along the coast, preventing man made materials getting trapped in the dunes for decades to come
· We will make ocean critters/art out of the litter to highlight the issue of litter on our dunes and take pictures to share to family and friends 
· We will follow the country code and ensure to leave no trace, avoid damage to specialised plants and reduce disturbance to nesting/ feeding birds.
· Other [please state] 

	We will help more people visit sand dunes and understand them.
We will share with our friends, family and wider community what we have learnt about the dunes:

· We will do a walk and talk to share these wild places with family and friends 
· We will have a plastic free picnic with family and friends on the dunes and talk about what we have learnt

· We will make a presentation/poster and share it on social media, with neighbours or back at school for show and tell 
· We will share this information on the Dynamic Dunescapes social media channels by using #JohnMuirOnTheDunes and #DuneArtChallenge

· We will make a poster, write a blog or article and share
· We will make a display to showcase what we have done
· Other [please state]
	Share your experiences 

Tell others about what you’ve done – experiences, achievements, feelings, what’s been learned. Celebrate!

Tick the boxes


specify number








