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Dynamic Dunescapes is an ambitious conservation project aiming to rejuvenate 
up to 7,000 hectares of coastal sand dune habitat in England and Wales.



Dynamic Dunescape’s Key Objectives

Where
we’re
working
From Cornwall to Cumbria, 
the Dynamic Dunescapes
project is restoring over 
30 sites across nine key 
dune  areas in England 
and Wales. 

Dynamic Dunescapes project partners: Natural 
England, Plantlife, National Trust, Natural
Resources Wales, The Wildlife Trusts.

Dynamic Dunescapes is supported by the National
Lottery Heritage Fund and EU LIFE Programme.

Conservation 
Deliver evidence-based management and 
interventions on project sites that will make a 
demonstrable and sustainable improvement 
for the conditions and processes needed to 
support dune habitats and species. 
Communication
Build an understanding and appreciation of 
sand dunes as a naturally dynamic habitat 
requiring conservation interventions. 
Engagement
Ensure more people and a wider range of 
people are involved with sand dunes and 
through their involvement learn about, enjoy 
and value sand dunes. 
Skills Development
Develop the skills of individuals and 
organisations to better manage dunes both 
now and in the future. 
Collaboration
Establish strong networks so that lessons 
learnt from the project (both conservation and 
people engagement) are shared and 
disseminated building a lasting legacy for sand 
dunes. 



Conservation 
Deliver evidence-based management and interventions on project 
sites that will make a demonstrable and sustainable improvement 
for the conditions and processes needed  to support dune habitats 
and species.

Progress

Vegetation removal for dune heath regeneration, The Triangle © Natalie Hunt

85 ha sand dune 
rejuvenation, including turf 
stripping to create bare 
sand, mowing, litter removal, 
willow and gorse removal, 
stump removal.

7 ha associated wetland 
rejuvenation, including pond 
creation and restoration.

27 ha invasive species 
(flora) removed, including 
clematis, sea buckthorn, 
Rosa rugosa.

Notches

Invasive species removal Scrub removal

Pond creationGrazing

Volunteers

358 m fencing installed to 
protect rare species 
(scrambled egg lichen
Fulgensia fulgens) from 
visitor trampling.

5,500 m new fencing to 
facilitate new grazing 
regimes.

60 ha under new grazing 
regimes.

Invasive species Clematis removal from Saltfleetby-Theddlethorpe NNR, Lincolnshire

Before   After



Communication
 Build an understanding and appreciation of sand dunes as a
 naturally dynamic habitat requiring conservation interventions.

New project website:
dynamicdunescapes.co.uk

Blogs, news, events, volunteer and 
student opportunities.

25,000 visitors

63,000 page views

1,360 downloaded materials

20 press releases sent.

65 print / online 
media articles
Including The Guardian, 
The i, The Sunday Times, 
Countryman Magazine, 
Coast Magazine, European 
Comission, The Daily Mail, 
The Telegraph.

6 TV appearances
Including Countryfile, ITV 
News (West Country), ITV 
News (Border), BBC South 
Today, BBC Look North.

8 radio interviews
Including LincsFM, BBC Ra-
dio Lincolnshire, BBC Radio 
Solent, Solent Radio, BBC 
Radio  Cumbria.

20 online public talks.

Dynamic Dunescapes 
social media:

Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, 
YouTube.

2,300 followers 

750,000 impressions

4,500 YouTube views

450 e-newsetter subscribers

35 project staff & apprentices 
kitted out with Dynamic 
Dunescapes teeshirts 
(organic cotton) and fleeces 
(made from recycled plastic 
bottles) with project, partner and 
funder logos.

50+ temporary signage posters 
created and displayed for events 
and physical works.

8 A1 interpretation boards 
installed at Special Area of 
Conservation (SAC) sites.



Engagement
Ensure more people and a wider range of people are involved 
with sand dunes and through their involvement learn about, enjoy 
and value sand dunes.

Events:

230 engagement events 

involving over 33,500 
participants, including:

75 Dune Den (pictured) events 

with 9,800 participants 

126 additional events with 

23,600 participants 

32 events for dog walkers with 

600 participants

Education:

215 teaching staff involved 

1,600 pupils involved 

600 additional members of 
the community involved 

350 pupils undertaking the 
John Muir Award 

Educator training:

16 events 

141 participants 

Engagement activities include:

Guided walks

Dogs in the
dunes daysFamily art and 

craft activities

Music 
workshops

Online talks
Litter picks

Photography 
workshops Meet the cows 

sessionsCommunity
arts trails

School 
groups

Yoga and Tai-chi 
in the dunes

Bio blitzes

Dune Den event at Ainsdale Sand Dunes NNR

Geocaching

Beach and
dune art

Webinars

Giant sand art produced in front of Swansea University, Dynamic Dunescapes local partner



Skills Development
Develop the skills of individuals and organisations to better manage 
dunes both now and in the future.

Skills development
for young people:

7 students on placement with 
Dynamic Dunescapes.

24 student researchers  
working on projects.

154 participants in on-site 
learning and training sessions.

39 taster events for 721 
young people.

Bee surveys at penhale Dunes © Mark Skinner

June 2021 Sand Dune Manager’s
Handbook published, discussing issues facing 
dune systems in the UK and the different 
management interventions available. 

80 online downloads in the first month.

100 participants at 12 sand dune 
management learning events.

Sand Dune Site Managers E-Learning 
Online Training Course published in 

English and Welsh.

Toolkits produced supporting sand dune
site managers on making sites accessible for 

people living with Dementia and their carers.

E-Learning training course 
for the general public published 

in English and Welsh. 

Skills development for 
citizen scientists:

Citizen Science Handbook 

published in October 2020 
detailing methods of 
undertaking citizen science 
activities in dune habitats.

Dynamic Dunescapes 
App developed for use by 
volunteers and citizen scientists 
working with site leads across 
the project’s many sites.

Skills development for sand 
dune site managers:

Participant at a young person skills training 
day in South Wales



377 new volunteering
opportunities provided by 
Dynamic Dunescapes, 

involving 1,400 volunteers. 

61 training events provided 

online and in person for 445 
volunteers.

Approximately £150,000 
in kind contribution across all 
volunteer activity.

12 events linked to the national 
citizen science programme 

involving 64 volunteers.

38 events linked to local 
citizen science initiatives 

involving 216 volunteers.

Citizen 
Science

Volunteering 2,500 days of 
volunteer 

activity

Litter picking

Species recording

Fence building

Volunteer activities:

• Invasive species removal

• Scrub removal

• Litter picking

• Fence building

• Species recording

Newt surveys at Braunton Burrows
Volunteer scrub removal and burning at 
Gwithian Townans © Ellie Chidgey

Video resources 
created for volunteer 
and citizen scientist 
training:

14 ‘How to identify dune 
habitats’ videos.

7 ‘How to complete dune 
surveys’ videos.

4 ‘How to use the App’ videos.

Citizen science
activities:

• Vegetation quadrats and  
 transects

• Water table and dipwell  
 measuring

• Newt and toad surveys in  
 slack pools

• Fixed-point photography

• Monitoring disturbance

• Habitat type / zonation 
 mapping



Collaboration
Establish strong networks so that lessons learnt from the project 
(both conservation and people engagement) are shared and  
disseminated building a lasting legacy for sand dunes. 

Training:
28 training for partner staff events with 600 participants.

12 sand dune management training events with 100   
participants.

130 colleagues across 16 organisations.

Slack forum established for Dynamic Dunescapes site 
managers and engagement staff, and for external site managers.

Natural England, Plantlife and Cornwall Wildlife Trust staff visit Penhale Dunes for World Sand 
Dune Day 2021 Silver-studded Blue Butterfly © Emma Brisdion

World Sand
Dune Day
An annual day celebrating sand 
dunes, wildlife and coastal  
heritage, and shining a light on  
the importance of these habitats. 

Established in 2021 by Dynamic 
Dunescapes and partner project 
Sands of LIFE. Dynamic 
Dunescapes and Sands of LIFE 
project partners were involved, as 
well as events and social media
content created by external 
projects, site managers, tourism 
boards councils and academic 
organisations.

World Sand Dune Day 

2021:

3 press releases.

9 media (TV, radio, online) items.

1,500 attendees at physical 
events.

4 online events.

150 attendees at online events.

25th

June

#WorldSandDuneDay 
used 350+ times on social 
media,including in America, 
Australia, Germany, Ireland and 
the Netherlands.



Conservation Case Study: 

Notches & Scrapes 
Engagement Case Study: 

Cows & Community Arts 
 

Cattle at Studland Bay © BNPS

Notch and scrapes created at Oxwich © NRW

Situation: At Oxwich NNR (managed by Natural Resources Wales), 
the dune system had become fixed and vegetation growth had resulted 
in a loss of bare sand, grassland and slack habitat types.

Task: Rejuvenate the dunes by excavating a v-shaped notch (20m 
wide at top, 10m at base) in the frontal dunes, located where a common 
wind direction will blow sand through the dune system from the beach. 
Also, remove 0.4 ha of scrub and use machinery create scrapes behind 
the foredunes. This will allow new habitat types including bare mobile 
sand and humid slacks to be created through natural processes. 

Action: A 16-ton bulldozer and two 15-ton excavators were used over 
10 days. Dune slack work was completed in the winter to identify when 
the water table was reached, to ensure the works created wet slacks in 
the winter important for amphibians.

Result: The intervention so far shows good signs of working as sand 
has been mobilized and several storms with south easterly winds have 
blown sand further inland to other slacks in the reserve. Further surveys 
over time will provide more evidence of the scale of success of the  
intervention.

Situation: At Studland Bay 
(managed by National Trust), 
the dune system had become 
overgrown. 10 Red Devon 
cattle were introduced for the 
first time in 90 years, wearing 
Nofence GPS-tracked 
collars which respond to 
digitally-drawn virtual fences to 
graze, breaking up scrub and 
creating bare sand. 

Task: A very popular site, engaging the community with the arrival of 
the cows and their purpose in dune conservation was needed, as the 
cows were visible in some parts of the site and the new GPS collar tech-
nology meant physical fences weren’t installed (except by a busy road).

Action: 6 weeks before the herd arrived, a trail of community-painted 
cow boards (pictured) was established in the dunes, to raise awareness. 
School and university groups, and local artists were involved and citizen 
scientists will later quantify the impact of grazing.

Result: The trail and story 
of the cows was well received 
by the public and was featured 
on local radio and TV. The 
eco-board material used would 
need to be more resilient if 
used on long-term projects.

“I painted one of the cows 
and now I want to go find 

it in the dunes!” 
- Local school children 



As a lover of nature and the great outdoors, when the 
opportunity to spend a month working on the Dynamic 
Dunescapes project arose, I jumped at the chance. Having 
just finished a Research Masters I was looking to gain 
experience over the summer before starting a PhD. This 
placement offered an amazing opportunity to gain 
experience in wildlife IDing, coastal surveying and practical 
work, developing skills that I have not previously had 
chance to.

The wealth of knowledge and skills within the team, and 
their willingness to share, is incredible; there is no doubt I 
will come away from this placement with a unique insight 
into coastal conservation, a head full of wildlife facts and a 
real appreciation for bumblebees! 

 Beth Langley
  Dynamic Dunescapes summer placement 

‘  
’ 

2021 Dynamic Dunescapes placement students at North Devon National Trust

Testimonials

As a parent this was great, I would never have been brave enough to 
come here and I certainly wouldn’t have known what to do! Was 
brilliant being taught by my son and seeing him play. He really wants 
to look after this place and I’m going to try and help him do that.’
  
 Parent, Awel y Môr Primary School

I’m coming back, I want to count ALL these flowers, and smell them. 
It’s amazing we’ve got rare plants right here. I want to protect them, 
protect them all.
 
 Pupil, Awel y Môr Primary School

School engagement 
and community 
partnership event at 
Baglan, South Wales, 
involving 22 pupils, 
four teachers and eight 
parent volunteers:

 ‘  
’ 

Residents at a care 
home who recieved 
postcards and beach 
memory activity 
prompts during 
lockdown when 
face-to-face activities 
couldn’t take place:

Thank you for the cards it was so 
much fun it made me think about 
children with buckets and spades 
playing in the sand.  

     Christine - Resident

We all really enjoyed doing 
scratch n sniff all our residents 
had a good time talking about the 
things they remember.

     Jeanette - Activity co-ordinator

  
’ 

‘  



Thank you to our 
funders, National 
Lottery Heritage 
Fund, and the EU 
LIFE Programme .

Keep up to date with Dynamic Dunescapes 

Visit our website www.dynamicdunescapes.co.uk for news, events and blogs, 
and to sign up to our e-newsletter. Follow us on Twitter @DynamicDunes, 
Instagram @DynamicDunes and on Facebook /DynamicDunescapes.


